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Professor 
running for 
city council 

MICHAEL ETLER NEWS EDITOR 
michael.etler@wartburg.edu 



Brian Birgen 


Dr. Brian Birgen, a mathematics 
professor at Wartburg, is running 
unopposed for 
a seat on the 
Waverly City 
Council. 
Birgen believes 
he is a good fit 
for the job. 

“I like Wa¬ 
verly, I think 
it’s a great town 
to live in,” Birgen said. “I think it 
requires people with time and intel¬ 
ligence and someone willing to put 
the time into helping run Waverly." 

Councilwoman Edie Waldstein 
thinks Birgen may do a good job 
on the city council if he wins the 
election. 

“I think he’s been responsible, a 
good faculty member, and a good 
teacher, and a good citizen here at 
the college,” Waldstein said. 

Birgen is running in Ward One, 
the southeast section of Waverly. 

This seat is currently held by 
Dan Lampe, who is not running 
for re-election. 

Waldstein felt Lampe worked 
well on the council before his 
announcement. 

“He was prepared and did his 
homework and was civil during the 
meetings,” Waldstein said. 

Birgen previously ran for city 
council in 2015, losing to Lampe. 

Birgen said he is putting more 
effort into his campaign this time. 

“I would not say I ran very se¬ 
riously,” Birgen said. “I put my 
name on the ballot but I didn’t do 
any campaigning and surprising 
enough, I didn’t win.” 

Birgen said he isn't planning any 
huge changes to the way Waverly 
is run, but is interested in seeing 
steady growth. 

“I just want to make sure that 
what we’re doing is good for local 
businesses, good for local families, 
that Waverly continues to be a great 
place to stay and raise a family,” Bir¬ 
gen said. 

Birgen did express interest in 
changing the way the city council 
is often divided on big issues. 

“I felt that too often, the city 
council was voting four to three on 
certain issues and I wish that there 
had been more time working to find 
consensus,” Birgen said. 

One issue is the future plan for 
the Green Bridge in southeast 
Waverly. 

Birgen said he was in favor of the 
pedestrian bridge, pointing out that 
a pedestrian bridge would open up 
more recreation opportunities. 

He said a two-lane vehicle bridge 
would send traffic through a resi¬ 
dential neighborhood. 

Waverly’s city elections will take 
place on Nov. 7 and voting can be 
done at city hall for Ward One. 


SILVIA OAKLAND STAFF WRITER 
silvia.oakland@wartburg.edu 

Lall is finally here, and when fall 
arrives so does flu season. Lor busy 
students, contracting the flu can 
cause them to fall behind in activi¬ 
ties and in their classes. 

Megan McMillin,a physician as¬ 
sistant at the Noah Health Clinic, 
said the flu can be easy to catch. 

“It’s typically spread by droplets 
from coughing or sneezing. When 
influenza hits, it hits very sudden¬ 
ly and strongly with fevers, chills, 
headaches and body-aches,” Mc¬ 
Millin said. 

McMillin typically sees the most 
cases of influenza during the winter 
time, with outbreaks happening as 


early as November and even as late 
as Lebruary or March. 

Summer cases of influenza are 
not common. 

During the flu season in the first 
few weeks health care providers see 
an abundance of flu cases. 

McMillin said there are precau¬ 
tions students can take to prevent 
the flu. 

“Wash your hands a lot, get 
enough sleep, drink plenty of flu¬ 
ids and eat a healthy diet,” McMil¬ 
lin said. 

McMillin encouraged students 
to get their flu shot. 

Noah Health Clinic offers flu 
shots and the bill is sent to the in¬ 
surance company students provided 


to the clinic. 

McMillin recommended stu¬ 
dents get their flu shots now before 
flu season really hits. 

Lorinda Sheeler, professor of 
public health, has additional tips 

“Avoid touching your face, eyes, 
nose and mouth and drink plenty 
of water,” Sheeler said. 

Students with the flu should take 
measures to prevent other students 
from contracting the flu. 

Students should try their best to 
stay in their dorm and rest, or if pos¬ 
sible go home for a few days, Mc¬ 
Millin said. 

“You tend to rest better at home 
and your family can keep an eye on 
you and help you,” McMillin said. 


Students should disinfect their 
room with disinfect sprays,wipe 
down their dorm door handles 
with disinfecting wipes and use 
hand sanitizer when hand washing 
stations are not available, she said. 

Common colds are also some¬ 
thing students should look out for. 

Student s should still take the 
same actions to prevent catching a 
cold as they do for the flu, McMil¬ 
lin said. 

While there is no real treatment 
for the flu, students can make the 
symptoms easier to handle. 

Taking cough medicine for 
coughs and pain medicine for body 
aches or headaches can help ease the 
suffering of the flu, she said. 


Wartburg enrollment reverses trend 


TYLER FRENCH EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
tyler.french@wartburg.edu 

Lor the first time in the past five 
years, Wartburg has experienced 
an increase in its total enrollment 
numbers. 

This year's numbers show a 45 
student increase from last year and 
Vice President of Enrollment Dr. 
Edith Waldstein, said this is due 
largely to an improved retention 
rate. 

"This year has the highest reten¬ 
tion rate we have had since 2011 
and that of course contributes to 
the overall increase in enrollment," 
Waldstein said. 

Waldstein said the first to 
second-year retention rate from 
last year's class was 79 percent. 

Wartburg president Dr. Darrel 
Colson said the numbers are actu¬ 
ally above the school's projections. 

Another factor that has led to 
the increase in students has been 
work by the Admissions office. 


Assistant Vice President for 
Admissions Todd Coleman, said 
one change that has had an im¬ 
pact is the increase in out-of-state 
students. 

"We are still focused on the 
same markets we have been for 
several years, it just takes several 
years to build your brand and 
name recognition," Coleman said. 

"We are starting to see the fruits 
of that labor in places like Texas, 
Arizona, California and a bunch 
of other places." 

Coleman also said most of the 
credit for the improved enroll¬ 
ment numbers belongs with the 
rest of the campus. 

"Admissions is the front porch 
to this process, but it wouldn't 
have happened without the whole 
house being involved," Coleman 
said. 

Waldstein said she believes 
the increase is a good thing for 
Wartburg and could be a sign of 
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things to come. 

"This is definitely a step in the 
right direction. You know, we 
have always had goals of growing 
incrementally and this is helping 
us meet that," Waldstein said 
This increase is not typical of 
other private colleges. Waldstein 


-Michelle Johnson/77?L//WPL7" 

said all of the numbers are not 
in yet, but many private schools 
in the area have actually seen a 
decrease in enrollment. 

Because the school is tuition 
dependent, the most important 
step will be trying to make the 
increase an event that continues 



Flu shots are one of the most effective ways to help protect yourself from getting the flu. Physician assistant Megan McMillin and public 
health professor Lorinda Sheeler recommend getting the shot as a form of protection and prevention. - Hannah Kilburg/rPL/MP£7" 
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Interview days present valuable opportunities 



Johanna Ender meets with GreatAmerica's Mallory Hynes and Zach Paulson for Wartburg's actuarial sci¬ 
ence interview day. Nearly 40 interviews were held for local students. — Amber Rotting ha us/TRUMPET 

AMBER ROTTINGHAUS STAFF WRITER 


amber.rottinghaus@wartburg.edu 


Nearly 30 businesses from all over 
Iowa visited Wartburg last week 
to interview students for the col¬ 
lege’s first actuarial science inter¬ 
view day and its sixth accounting 
interview day. 

The actuarial science interviews 
were the result of a partnership 
between Wartburg and Mount 


Mercy and were held Sept. 23, 
while the accounting interviews 
on Sept. 29 were hosted by the 
Iowa College Recruiting Network 
and could be attended by students 
from 23 private colleges in Iowa. 

“The idea is we want to try 
to present as many opportuni¬ 
ties for students to get in front of 
employers. Such interactions and 
connections can lead to full-time 
positions before that student even 


graduates,” Derek Solheim, the 
director of Pathways, said. 

The process began with stu¬ 
dents submitting resumes online, 
where registered employers such as 
GreatAmerica, Nationwide, John 
Deere and Rockwell Collins could 
select the most qualified individu¬ 
als to interview. 

As a result, the actuarial science 
day consisted of 36 interviews, 
while the accounting day held 332 


interviews, 28 percent of which 
were conducted for Wartburg 
students alongside students from 
Drake, Loras, Luther and other 
private Iowa colleges, Solheim 
said. 

Johanna Ender applied for sev¬ 
eral positions in the actuarial field 
such as an actuarial analyst role 
with Nationwide and a treasury 
analyst with GreatAmerica. As 
a student in a new area of study 
at Wartburg, such opportunities 
were vital in her career. 

“It was a really positive experi¬ 
ence. Interviewing with these 
employers helped me compare 
different companies and build a 
network of potential future em¬ 
ployers,” she said. 

While Ender awaits the results 
of her interviews, other students 
like Parker Hammel await the 
start of their future careers. 

Hammel attended last year’s ac¬ 
counting interview day where he 
applied for positions with Rock¬ 
well Collins, Hormel Foods and 
John Deere. After being chosen 
for the second-round interviews, 
he was immediately offered a 
summer internship with Rockwell 
Collins. 


“As far as experiences go, it was 
awesome. I have never had any 
other event that had such great 
companies attend and was in a 
one-stop-shop form,” Hammel 
said. 

Before he knew it, Hammel was 
then offered a full-time position 
with the multinational company’s 
accounting and finance depart¬ 
ment following graduation. 

While attending these events 
is not mandatory, Hammel and 
Ender emphasize the importance 
of doing so and advise future in¬ 
terviewees to present their best 
selves by visiting Pathways to 
utilize services such as resume re¬ 
views and mock interviews. 

In fact, Wartburg is always add¬ 
ing and improving such programs. 
A new peer learning lab has been 
added in the student center. 

This lab is open Sunday through 
Thursday between 7 and 10 p.m. 

“We’re always looking to ex¬ 
pand our forms of aid and reach 
out to students with assistance in 
all aspects of the college experi¬ 
ence,” Solheim said. “These op¬ 
portunities are really neat and, as 
a whole, we’ve got a pretty well- 
run machine.” 


Eisenach delegation to visit Waverly 


ALISHIA UNGS STAFF WRITER 
alishia.ungs@wartburg.edu 



Dr. Brian 
Pfaltzgraff 


A 17-member delegation from 
Waverly’s sister city in Eisenach, 
Germany will be coming to visit 
in celebration 
of the 500th 
anniversary of 
the protestant 
reformation 
as well as the 
25th year of the 
Waverly-Eisen- 
ach Sister City 
organization, 
Brian Pfaltz¬ 
graff, president of the Waverly 
Sister City organization, said. The 
visitors will stay with designated 
host families and get the chance 
to enjoy things that Americans 
generally don’t think about as 
fascinating, such as going fishing 
and eating barbecue. 

“What’s interesting is what we 
take for granted,” Pfaltzgraff said. 
“We are given the opportunity to 
see things with new eyes.” 

The delegation, which includes 
the Lord Mayor of Eisenach, Katja 
Wolf, will be greeted by Waverly 
Mayor Charles Infelt on Oct. 9 
at the Waverly Civic center from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. The Waverly 
community is invited to come and 
greet the visitors. 

Social and educational events 
are scheduled throughout the del¬ 
egation’s ten-day visit to Iowa. The 
events will focus on the common 
heritage of the sister cities, as well 
as discussion on the advancement 
of the Sister City partnership. 

The delegates will also travel 
to other Iowa cities such as Des 
Moines and Davenport during 
their stay. 

The combined efforts of people 
from Wartburg, Waverly, and 
Eisenach established the Waverly- 
Eisenach Sister City organization. 


It was formalized in 1992 through 
Sister Cities International, and 
the two cities have been working 
to continue the relationships built 
through the program. 

Pfaltzgraff said, when the pro¬ 
gram was first proposed, Waverly 
residents reached out to the mayor 
in Eisenach asking to become 
their sister city. The mayor of 
Eisenach then informed them that 
there were two other cities com¬ 
peting to be the sister city. Each 
city may only partner with one 
city per country, so the decision 
was an important one. 

The president of Wartburg 
gathered a few people together 
and took them on a trip to Eisen¬ 
ach and went to the door of the 
mayor. They introduced them¬ 
selves and convinced the mayor 
to partner with Waverly, and they 
have been sister cities ever since. 

Edie Waldstein, member of the 
Sister City organization, said she 
has been a part of the program 
since it began and that it has 
grown into a lively relationship as 
more people join the organization. 

The Sister City program in¬ 
volves many elements, including 
exchange student programs and 
visits between the two cities. 

“It’s a real people to people ex¬ 
change,” Waldstein said. 

Eisenach is home to the 
Wartburg Castle, the namesake of 
the college and historic site where 
Martin Luther translated the 
Bible from Greek into German. 
Waldstein said many Wartburg 
College students have enjoyed 
traveling to see the castle as part 
of the Sister City organization. 

Pfaltzgraff said that one of the 
joys of working in the sister city 
program is building relationships 
with people around the world. 

“I have met people who have 
become family for me,” Pfaltzgraff 
said. 



Dema Kazkaz delivers her message about justice in Islam in the first Inter-faith Chapel of the year last 
Wednesday. — Anthony Quesada Sanchez/TRUMPET 

Wartburg's first Inter-faith chapel 


ANTHONY QUESADA SANCHEZ 

STAFF WRITER 

a.quesadasanchez@wartburg.edu 


The first Inter-faith Chapel of the 
year took place the past Sept. 27 
and Dema Kazkaz, president of 
the Masjid Al-Noor Islamic Cen¬ 
ter, was the speaker. 

Kazkaz is a Syrian-American 
activist and has a master's degree 
in Islamic Studies and Christian- 
Muslim relations. She was invited 
to Wartburg by Rev. Ramona 
Bouzard. 

“I knew after I met her that she 
would be a good person to speak 
at one of the Inter-faith chapels,” 
Bouzard said. 

Inter-faith Chapel was created 
as a platform where the Wartburg 
community could learn from oth¬ 
er traditions. Students on campus 
who are from other religious tradi¬ 
tions would know that part of the 
work is to help them explore their 
faith, Bouzard said. 

This Inter-faith Chapel started 
with announcements and a prayer 
by Rev. Brian Beckstrom. After 
the opening dialog, Kazkaz deliv¬ 
ered her message about justice in 
Islam. 

“Thank you for your courage to 


come here and listen about justice 
in Islam. That means that you’re 
really open minded and you’re 
willing to listen to the other end. 

This is a very important quality 
in our days,” Kazkaz said as part 
of her message. 

The most important aspect that 
Kazkaz wanted the Wartburg 
community to hear was that Is¬ 
lamic faith is called to care for the 
neighbor, Bouzard said. 

The relationship between Islam 
and Christianity is long and mul¬ 
tifaceted, Amy Isvik, one of the 
students that attended the Inter¬ 
faith Chapel, said. 

“As groups that believe in the 
importance of life, kindness, and 
humanity, our care for the world 


can bring us closer together, as it 
did when Emir El Qader saved 
Christians, even those who repre¬ 
sented his country's enemy,” she 
said. 

Isvik said that as members of a 
global community, this platform 
provides an opportunity for un¬ 
derstanding with those of a differ¬ 
ent faith and viewpoints. 

“The fact that this avenue is 
provided by a Christian-aligned 
college sends an important mes¬ 
sage supporting such dialogue,” 
Isvik said. 

The Inter-faith Chapel is 
held the last Wednesday of each 
month. Bouzard said she is hoping 
to have a student as the speaker 
next month. 
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Getting ready for Kastle Kapers 



Jason Costible (left) and Emily Grav are members of the band Wel¬ 
come to the Weekend that auditioned for Kastle Kaspers on Sept. 26. 


TAYLOR WEBB STAFF WRITER 
taylor.webb@wartburg.edu 

Kastle Kapers that has been a 
Wartburg Homecoming tradi¬ 
tion for many years, held audi¬ 
tions Sept. 26 and 27. 

In years past, there were no au¬ 
ditions for the show, but due to 
the increase in students wanting 
to be involved, auditions had to 
be held. 

Every years performance en¬ 
courages alumni to return and 
watch current students perform. 

Kastle Kapers is made up of 
many different acts that make up 
one show that is performed for 
Homecoming and Family Week¬ 
end. 

Jason Costabile, Emily Grav 
and Jami Geotz are just a few in¬ 
dividuals who auditioned. Their 
band’s name is Welcome to the 
Weekend. 

Their first performance to¬ 
gether they covered Switchfoot’s 
“Dare You to Move” at the wor¬ 
ship service for the Meistersinger 
Honor Festival last February, and 
all of them performed at Kastle 
Kapers last year. 

“We started this band about a 


AN NIKA WALL STAFF WRITER 
annika.wall@wartburg.edu 

Religious activities at Wartburg 
such as Sanctuary leave positive 
effects on those involved on-cam- 
pus. 

Sanctuary is a student-led wor¬ 
ship service held on Wednesday 
nights in the Chapel Commons 


-Taylor \Nebb/TRUMPET 

year ago right after Kastle Kaper- 
sand so far our only audiences for 
our original new material have 
been our dorm room wall and a 
small captive audience at a candle¬ 
light vigil,” Costabile said. 

“We wanted to do this as a way 
to broaden our listener range." 


with snacks provided before be¬ 
ginning at 9 p.m. 

"Student leaders plan the ser¬ 
vice in advance with assistance 
from Rev. Ramona Bouzard and 
Rev. Brian Beckstrom. Through¬ 
out the service, one of four on- 
campus worship bands leads the 
group in song. 

One thing that sets Sanctuary 


Fast year they had the time 
frame of an hour and a half and 
ended up having to turn people 
away because they had too many 
of the same type of acts. 

The Kastle Kapers committee 
helps to decide how many of the 
same acts there can be and how to 


apart from other worship services 
is the interactive nature. Instead 
of having a sermon, students ex¬ 
amine stories in the Bible in a col¬ 
laborative manner. 

“We’ve come to realize that the 
20 minute monologue. . . There’s a 
place for that but it’s probably not 
the way people are going to grow 
the most in their faith,” Beck¬ 
strom said. 

Instead, Beckstrom said the fo¬ 
cus of Sanctuary is on discussion 
and getting to know people from 
different walks of life. 

Sanctuary is open to members 
of all faiths so that students can 
learn about each other’s faith tra¬ 
ditions and how to live with others 
of different faiths. 

Beckstrom credits this unique 
atmosphere to Wartburg’s Fu- 
theran heritage and sense of com¬ 
munity. 

“Being Futheran isn’t a label 
here, it’s a way of life,” Beckstrom 
said. "The world is not going to 

WARTBURG COLLEGf 


keep the show on a timely sched¬ 
ule. 

Destany Himschoot is on the 
Kastle Kapers Homecoming com¬ 
mittee and is just one of many 
members to help make these 
choices. 

“We have to accommodate to 
the audience whether it’s students, 
alumni or faculty,” Himschoot 
said. 

“We try to mix in different 
dance teams or bands. If we did 
not have them audition there 
would be a problem of a three- 
hour show and no one wanting to 
come and spend that much time,” 
Himschoot said. 

Kastle Kapers is performed on 
Thursday and Friday nights dur¬ 
ing Homecoming week. 

“Why students would want to 
come is, not only is it made for the 
students, but it’s also directed to¬ 
wards the alumni that come back 
just because it has been around for 
years,” Himschoot said. 

“In my opinion not only seeing 
it my freshman year, but being on 
Homecoming and the committee 
my sophomore year you just get to 
see the types of students and their 
true talents.” Himschoot said. 


be a place where either religion is 
completely absent or a place where 
everyone is going to believe the 
same things.” 

The sense of community con¬ 
tinues during Sanctuary with stu¬ 
dents leading prayer and contin¬ 
ues with open-table communion 
where all are welcome. The service 
concludes with the group singing 
"Sanctuary." 

Beckstrom said religious activi¬ 
ties such as Sanctuary have helped 
Wartburg students develop the 
skills of religious literacy and re¬ 
flection. 

“Fife is really busy on campus 
when you’re a student, so having 
some time to reflect on what’s go¬ 
ing on in your life and what God 
is doing in your life is a really im¬ 
portant thing,” Beckstrom said. 

Beckstrom said that regardless 
of what any individual believes, 
everyone has something to con¬ 
tribute and is welcome at on-cam- 
pus religious services. 


Students and 
staff talk books 
in Clinton Hall 

KENDALLERENBERGER 

STAFF WRITER 

kendall.erenberger@wartburg.edu 

Bring Your Own Book Club 
(BYOB) has started again on 
Tuesday 
nights from 
7:30-9 p.m. 
in the faculty- 
in-residence 
apartment, 
Clinton Hall 
223. 

Ashley Each week, 

McHose students meet in 
a casual atmo¬ 
sphere to discuss what they are 
currently reading and what they 
like to read. They also play lit¬ 
erature related games, including 
"Bring Your Own Book." This 
game is similar to "Apples to Ap¬ 
ples;" however, you have to use the 
books that you have to answer the 
prompt. Occasionally, there will 
also be a literature-themed movie 
night. 

Ashley McHose is the creator of 
BYOB, and lives in the faculty-in¬ 
residence apartment in which the 
club takes place. 

“I joined a book club myself, 
sort of similar to this, when I was 
in grad school going for my mas¬ 
ter's,” McHose said. “It started as 
a typical book club where you all 
had to read the same book and 
come in once a month, but we 
found that no one was able to read 
the books because we were grad 
students. We were so busy; we 
could never get through the whole 
book.” 

As a group, they decided to 
change the book club into a set¬ 
ting where they could bring what¬ 
ever they were reading and enjoy¬ 
ing at the time and discuss it. 

“When I became faculty-in¬ 
residence, I was seeing that a lot 
of students were busy and didn’t 
have a lot of time to come to the 
programs,” McHose said. “So, 
I started BYOB as a place where 
they could talk about whatever 
books they were reading at the 
time without the obligation of 
having another set reading to add 
to their extensive list.” 

BYOB started in January, and 
continued through winter and 
May term. A goal for the group is 
to get more students as well as fac¬ 
ulty and staff involved in BYOB. 

Even if a student does not like 
to read for fun, they can still get 
involved in BYOB. The group also 
discusses TV shows and what they 
are currently watching. 

McHose’s apartment door 
opens at 7:30 p.m.. If a student 
cannot get there at 7:30 p.m. or 
cannot stay until 9 p.m., that is 
acceptable. 

“People are welcome to come 
and go as they please,” McHose 
said. “Sometimes they can come 
at 7:30 but have to leave at 8:00 
for work, or vice versa. They’ll get 
off at like 8:30 and come for a half 
hour. It’s really casual.” 

If you are interested in joining 
BYOB or have more questions 
about the club, contact McHose at 
ashley.mchose@wartburg.edu. 
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Sanctuary has positive effects on Wartburg 



Darby Kramer prays in Chapel Commons where Wednesday night 
Sanctuary is held. -Hannah KWburg/TRUMPET 
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Knights stay 
unbeaten 

SAM SIDES SPORTS EDITOR 
samuel.sides@wortburg.edu 


The Wartburg Knights football 
team continued their dominant 
play on Saturday, beating defend¬ 
ing IIAC champion Coe by a score 

of 34-7. 

The Knights dominated in all 
facets of the game, but especially in 
pass defense, holding Coe quar¬ 
terback Quentin White to just 116 
yards through the air. They also 
intercepted him five times, with 
all four starters in the second¬ 
ary getting a pick. Three of those 
starters will be back next season. 
Head Coach Rick Willis said he's 
proud of how his younger guys are 
stepping up. 

"They're kind of growing up," 
Willis said. "Some of those guys 
have only started four games, so 
every time they come out they're 
getting more experience, more 
comfortable, more confident. 
They're getting better." 

On the offensive side, quarter¬ 
back Matt Sacia had his biggest 
game of the year, throwing for 360 
yards and four touchdowns. Part 
of Sacia's success can be credited 
to the breakout performance of 
receiver Griffen Brennecke, who 
hauled in seven catches for 134 
yards and a touchdown. Brennecke 
said Saturday's performance was a 
nice change of pace. 

"It was good to see us connect. 
We did it a lot last year, and it's 
been kind of a slow start to this 
season, but we put it all together 
today and it felt great," Brennecke 
said. 


Wartburg Trumpet 
Athletes of the Week 



Peyton Imhof 


Two intercep¬ 
tions in Satur¬ 
day's win over 
Coe; has at least 
one pick in every 
game this season. 



Remains in first 
after weekend 
one of IIAC 
Championships. 
She has not lost 
yet this year. 


Brooke Klostermann 


Randall stays successful 



Tanner Randall following through on a drive at a golf invite last fall. 

-Marketing and Comm. 


SAM SIDES SPORTS EDITOR 
samuel.sides@wartburg.edu 


For four years now, Tanner Randall 
has been a pivotal piece of the mens 
golf roster. From his freshman 
year to now, he has moved from 
the fourth spot on the roster to 


being the number one guy. But it’s 
not like he hasn’t seen his share of 
changes and adversities along the 
way. 

For starters, he saw a change in 
head coach from his freshman to 
sophomore year. Former coach Nate 
Oakland had just accepted the head 


women's basketball job at Coe, and 
was replaced by current head coach 
Jason Steege. Randall said the 
change was kind of a sudden one, 
but was not hard to adapt to. 

“It wasn’t really a difficult transi¬ 
tion at all. It was just tough for 
me because Coach Oakland had 
recruited me,” Randall said. “He 
called me in the summer of 2013 
and explained everything. I was 
understanding about it. 

From there, my only question was 
‘who’s going to be the next coach?’ 

It was more of me looking foward 
to having Oakland as my coach for 
all four years, but there was no dif¬ 
ficulty in the change at all. Stegge’s 
a great coach." 

After Coach Stegge took the 
reins, Randall shot up into the 
number-two spot on the roster for 
his sophomore and junior seasons, 
behind only Michael Canfield. 
Randall said Canfield was a great 
role model for him through the 
years. 

“He was a phenomenal player, 
and I looked up to him. He was 
basically our leader for his last three 
years here,” Randall said. “I was 
happy to be behind him. We both 
battled it out and strove to make 
each other the best we could be.” 

Randall is now considered by 
himself and Stegge to be a leader 


on the team. Randall also credits 
Canfield for the way he acts in his 
leadership role. 

“He kind of paved the leadership 
path, because I had never been in 
a position to kind of be a leader,” 
Randall said. “He was kind of just 
like, ‘Take it over. You know what 
you have to do to lead these guys 
and be a role model,’ and that’s kind 
of where it left off.” 

Throughout his first three sea¬ 
sons, head golf coach Jason Stegge 
has been thankful to have Randall 
around. Stegge said he’s seen a lot 
of growth in Randall’s play, as well 
as growth within him as a person. 

“Tanner has come a long way 
since his first year on campus. He’s 
grown a lot as an individual, and 
that’s something that I’m more 
proud of than the golf side of 
things,” Stegge said. 

“He’s become a better student- 
athlete on campus and dedicated his 
time to various areas on campus, so 
that’s something I’m really proud of 
him for.” 

After college, Randall plans to 
work for a couple years before try¬ 
ing his hand at the professional golf 
circuit. 

He said there are several routes 
he could take once he declares, but 
won’t worry about which to take 
until he gets there. 


Blough continues to play pivotal role 



Lizzie Blough (center) receives a serve in Wednesday's sweep of Buena 
Vista. She leads the team in that category. -Marketing and Comm. 


JOSH VOIGT STAFF WRITER 
joshua.voigt@wartburg.edu 

Junior Lizzy Blough has played 
almost every single point that the 
Wartburg volleyball team has faced 
this year; a feat that few others can 
boast. 

Blough leads the team in recep¬ 
tions with 334, and is second in 
both kills and service aces with 144 
and 22 respectively. 

“We get breaks between each 
point so that’s kind of nice,” Blough 
said. “I’m such a competitive person 
that it bothers me more not to be 
on the court.” 

Blough started playing volleyball 
in fourth grade and continued on 
to play in high school. In her senior 
year of high-school, Blough was 
selected for the first-team All-State. 

Co-head coach Jennifer Walker 
said that this showed when she ar¬ 
rived to play for Wartburg, but that 
she still had some work to do. The 
amount of time Blough now spends 


on the court shows just how far 
she’s come. 

“When she came in we knew she 
was a good player but she tended to 
be roll-shotting a lot,” Walker said. 
“Her timing is now better with our 
setters, she’s played with these set¬ 
ters for three years, and so she’s had 
the opportunity to get that timing 
down.” 

In the first 15 games of this year, 
Blough has already either set or 
matched her career single-game re¬ 
cords in kills (18), assists (5), service 
aces (4) and solo blocks (3). 

“I think a lot of what Lizzy does 
she does through her actions. She’s 
a quieter player, we’re trying to 
make her louder,” Walker said. 

Keeping up with playing every 
point of every game is no easy feat, 
and one of the worries for Blough is 
her history of injuries. 

Blough has had injuries with her 
knees in previous years, and has 
had a few recent issues with her 
shoulders, but does not let them get 


in the way of her game. 

One of the precautions she takes 
to avoid injuries is to do a little bit 
of extra practice. She said she does 
some extra reps when the team prac¬ 
tices, but also felt that this didn’t 
necessarily give her extra fitness. 

“I’ve had some injuries that I’ve 
had to deal with too, so I will come 
in and do some extra reps, but I 


have to kind of gage it a little bit to 
how I’m feeling,” Blough said. 

Throughout her career, Blough 
has improved in almost all aspects 
of the game. The team has recog¬ 
nized these advances, but Walker 
feels she still has some work to do. 

“She leads through her actions 
and she’s excelling in all aspects of 
her game,” Walker said. 
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